Package of Practices for Sorghum Sudan Grass Cultivation

Soil and Climate:
Well-drained loamy to sandy loam soils with good fertility are ideal. The crop thrives under warm
climatic conditions and performs best at temperatures of 25-35°C. It is moderately drought tolerant.

Sowing Time:
As per regional practice. Generally February—March for summer and June—July for kharif season.

Sowing and Spacing:
Sow seeds in rows at a spacing of 25-30 cm line to line. Closer spacing is preferred for fodder
production.

Seed Rate:
12-15 kg per acre.

Field Preparation:
Prepare the land to a fine tilth by one deep ploughing followed by 2—3 harrowings. Remove weeds
and level the field with proper drainage to avoid water stagnation.

Manure and Fertilizers:

Apply 8-10 tonnes FYM per acre at the time of last ploughing. Apply N:P:K @ 40:20:20 kg per acre.
Apply full phosphorus and potash and half nitrogen as basal dose. The remaining nitrogen should
be top-dressed after first cutting or 25—-30 days after sowing.

Weeding and Interculture:
Keep the field weed-free during early stages. One hand weeding or intercultivation at 20-25 days
after sowing is sufficient.

Irrigation:
Provide light irrigation immediately after sowing. Subsequent irrigations should be given at 7-10
days interval depending on soil and weather conditions. Avoid waterlogging.

Plant Protection:

Major insect pests include shoot fly, stem borer, aphids, and armyworm. Major diseases are leaf
blight, downy mildew, and anthracnose. Follow recommendations of the local agricultural
department for pest and disease management.

Harvesting:
First cutting can be done at 45-50 days after sowing. Subsequent cuttings may be taken at 30-35
days interval. Harvest at 50% flowering stage for better fodder quality.

Note:

The above information is based on research and field experience. Crop performance may vary
depending on soil, climate, and management practices. The company disclaims responsibility for
variations in results.
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